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volved in torticollis are bilaterally coordinated—i. e., whether it would 
be necessary to remove the centre in both hemispheres ? Dr. Ferrier’s 
experiments do not appear to show this bilateral innervation. On the 
other hand, however, he says that there is reason for believing that the 
lateral movements of the head (and eyes) are not capable of being per¬ 
manently paralyzed unless every portion of the frontal region be com¬ 
pletely destroyed—a very heroic operation on man. 

Dr. Ferrier is very positive that no form of sensation is localized in 
the motor cortex, and marshals a great array of facts, especially from 
recent autopsies and surgical cases, to support his position. 

In conclusion, we are tempted to ask, is the brain, after all, nothing* 
but a sensori-motor ganglion ? Are the rudiments of every idea a sen¬ 
sation and a reflection; has every psychic act a sensory and a motor 
aspect? This was practically the position of Locke, the greatest, most 
scientific English psychologist. Is he to be verified, even if only in 
part, by the experiments of the modern brain physiologists ? 

J. H. Ii. 


Sterility in Women, including its Causation and Treatment. 

By Arthur W. Edis, M.D. Lond., F.R.C.P., Senior Physician to the 

Chelsea Hospital for Women ,* Late Obstetric Physician to the Middlesex 

Hospital, etc. Pp. 112. With thirty-three illustrations. London: H. K. 

Lewis, 1890. • 

As the author states in the preface, this monograph is simply a chapter 
from his former work on diseases of women, with some changes and 
additions, the latter being principally in the form of clinical histories. 
We confess that it is not easy to discover the raison d'etre of the book, 
since the writer had nothing new to say and has not in publishing it 
added to his deserved reputation. The student does not need another 
monograph on this subject; the general practitioner will find it amply 
covered Dy Reeves Jackson’s article in the American System of Gyne¬ 
cology; while for the specialist it is as elementary as it is antique. So 
much careful work has been done in this direction since the appearance 
of Sims’s classic, that we are surprised to find that the writer has 
either overlooked or is not familiar with the recent French and German 
brochures. 

In the introductory paragraphs attention is cnlted to the possibility 
of sterility in the male. Too little stress is laid upon this point. The 
student should he taught that neither can the real cause of an unfruitful 
marriage be ascertained, nor can any truthful prognosis be given as to 
the results of local treatment until it is positively determined that the 
husband is not the guilty party. Injustice is constantly done to inno¬ 
cent women. Who will shield them from undeserved reproach, if not 
their physicians, who alone are in a position to learn the truth.? Among 
the causes of sterility we notice that prevention of conception during 
the early years of marriage has not been mentioned. The family physi¬ 
cian is a potent agent in the “ prophylaxis ” of sterility (if we may 
so term it) if he will only lay aside his mistaken notions of propriety 
and handle this delicate subject without gloves. Many women have 
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occasion to repent bitterly their successful efforts to prevent conception 
soon after marriage, resorted to in ignorance of their barrofulness. 
Altogether too much stress has been laid upon anteflexion as a cause 
of sterility; we are too apt to grasp at this in the absence of definite 
knowledge. Who can pretend to say just what degree of contraction of 
the canal is sufficient to prevent the ingress of spermatozoa? 

The operation of divulsion for stenosis of the os internum is touched 
upon briefly in comparison with the attention given to incision. “ In 
contrasting the results obtained by division of the cervix with dilatation 
by tents,” we read, “ the former method seems to be attended by less [?] 
risks.” We marvel at finding that posterior section is still taught as 
a safe method of treating cervical anteflexion, an operation which has 
been almost entirely abandoned in this country. Surely some attention 
should be called to the fact, bo clearly demonstrated by Wylie, that it is 
the complicating endometritis which should receive treatment as much 
as, or more than, the original flexion. 

Confusion is introduced by discussing retroversion and retroflexion 
under separate sections. How often do we meet with a pure retro¬ 
version, considered from a strictly anatomical standpoint? The treat¬ 
ment of fixation of the retro-displaced uterus, the most common and 
important of these conditions, is passed over in silence. 

The closing section bears the obsolete title, “Granular Degeneration 
of the Cervix Uteri.” When we add that the author suggests no hew 
line of treatment, but only the old-fashioned local applications—caustics, 
etc.—we have given the reader a sufficient idea of its scope. 

With all due respect to his high reputation, we can only repeat what 
we said at the outset, that a man who has written an excellent work on 
gynecology, eight or ten years ago, does not follow the wisest course in 
publishing a separate chapter from the same in the form of a mono¬ 
graph, especially if the latter shows decided evidences of the fact that 
he has failed to recognize the enormous strides which have been made 
in this department of medicine during the past decade. The medical 
public at the present day has a right to expect in a monograph either 
originality or judicious and exhaustive compilation, both of which ele¬ 
ments are wanting in the present volume. H. C. C. 


A Dictionary of Practical Medicine. Edited by J. K. Fowler, 
A.M., M.D. London, 1890. 

The editor of this dictionary, and the contributors thereto, are to be 
congratulated upon having been able to present, in these days of many- 
volumed treatises on medicine, so much real information concerning the 
subjects belonging to practical medicine within the moderate compass of 
a single octavo volume of less than a thousand pages. The dictionary 
contains upward of six hundred articles, most of them brief, but many 
of those upon the more important subjects fairly complete. 

Among the more noteworthy articles may be mentioned: “ The Diag¬ 
nosis of Abdominal Tumors,” “Acromegaly,” “Albuminuria,” “ Bright’s 



